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Summary

Jadar is an agricultural region in Serbia. Several years ago, the Serb-
ian Government decided to open a boron and lithium mine in the area.
This region is renowned for its ecological and biological diversity, with 101
habitat types reported. The geological heritage, representing the area’s di-
versity, is situated within a broader zone of the planned underground mine
Jadar, which includes a few natural protected areas. More than half of the
landscape types belong to the complex of arable land and scattered forests.
Additionally, there are also vast pastures and hunting grounds featuring
an extraordinary diversity of flora and fauna.

This publication is the result of the initiative and work of 20 experts,
addressing challenges in carrying out the official Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) and Health Impact Assessment (HIA) as a part of the
EIA for this Project, such as lack of transparency, absence of expert, sci-
entific, and public debate before decisions were made, no HIA conducted
for this project in the Strategic Impact Assessment, no HIA included in the
Draft EIA, and no HIA ever carried out in EIA procedures for any plans
and projects in Serbia. This is despite the fact that an EIA is required for
new plans and projects expected to have negative impacts on the environ-
ment and human health.

The mining of metals and metalloids generates significant environ-
mental pollution, including tailings from the extraction process, which
contain heavy metals and chemicals. Water from the metal mine contains
heavy metals that accumulate in the soil and aquatic environments, result-
ing in harmful effects on aquatic organisms and their habitats.

The mining of lithium and boron could lead to widespread devasta-
tion of the Jadar region, including pollution of the main natural resources,
loss of biodiversity, destruction of landscape diversity, and loss of ecosys-
tem services and amenity values. The Jadar region also contains large re-
serves of groundwater used for water supply in wider areas of Serbia, which
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is especially important for the future supply in light of climate change and
increasing water scarcity. This area is also prone to flooding.

There is still insufficient data provided by the investor, Rio Tinto, on
the exploitation of the jadarite mine for a competent HIA. Decisions about
the Project Jadar were made without applying the Act on the Plan System
of the Republic of Serbia, adopted in 2018, and there are no studies that
would reveal a national consensus on the necessity of the Project Jadar.

The entire environmental impact of the project must be considered
in an integrated manner, relying on currently available data. The Minis-
try of Environmental Protection has granted permission to Rio Tinto to
perform a partial EIA, limited to mining activities. This excluded ore ex-
traction, tailings management, and a risk assessment of the overall tech-
nology applied. Such an approach does not allow a high-quality analysis
of all the impacts of the project as a whole. Public knowledge about the
risks associated with the mine’s operation and the extraction of lithium
and boron is crucial for decisions concerning the welfare of Serbia in a
broader context.
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